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THE 'EW YORJ\ T l\fE . 

TRUMAN, JOHNSON 
I RIDICULE 'SAUCERS_1 

Hoau Mtmbt'T 43 Y tar, 
/1 Congratalattd at 84 

I Uni ted Sta tes Not Producing 
Such a Weapon, Say White 

I House, Defe nse Offtc1al1 

• P'""'"t to T rh w.-- ,...,,._ Trwu 

KEY WEST, FIA, A pril Pu 1• 
1dent Truman SA.Jd today h e knew 
nothing Ab<>Ut the flying 1111.ucer , 

I whUe other White H ouee comment 
relegatfd thl11 r eput"d wa.ndner of 
the IL.Ir tfl the r ee..lm o t mytha. 

The l,;nlted Sll!. e11 WM not pro­
ducing the11e !an tast1c weapon.,, 
th" 'w'hlte H OUl!P l'IIJd, "nd It 
,1,,11bt"d very mu"h that llllY other 
c,,un try wu IAun chlng them Into 
11pAce, either. 

The vtew11 o! the Pruldent &11d 
m embere of h la st.Ill!, ma.de public 
by Cha.rl CI! G. R.o11e, While HoUl!e 
pres11 11ecret.&ry, seemed to demol• 
111b the element of r ea.l.lty tha.t had 
been creeping Into current report.a 
ot !lytng aaucera. There h&.11 been 
a wideapread ruurgence or theae 
reporu, a.nd Tbe M.Ja.mJ DaJly News 
b.&s been publiahing copyrighted 
pbotograplu of a glowing, concave 
object whJcb It ldentitlu ... the 
aaucer that ruee. 

ao.. 8eea General, Aclmlra.l 
CorTMpOnd.mt., however, qu-. 

Uoned )lr, RoN on the bul.1 o f an 
article In the current t.uue of the 
weekly magutne, U nited State. 
Nm and World Report. which 
1tated that the fl~ aaucer wu 
a real alrcn.tt of rnolaUon.ar:, de­
sign betq ~eloped far the Un.It• 
ed State■ by the Na-yy DepartmenL 

lleprffffltalln Adolph J. 
Sabalh ht hl1 C1µcare office 
yeatenlay. ._ .... .,,_,.,,..... 

■, "'1• Ultlted Pr-. 

WASHINGTON, April 4-Tbe 
HoUN extended congn.tulaUODI 
today to It. dean of member■, 
RepraentaU-ve Adolph J . Babath. 
Democrat ot DJ.I.not., on hll 
eighty-fourth birthday, 

Mr. Sabath wu not on hand 
to hear them beeau.e he wu at 
the llde of hill wife, who WU W 
In Chicago. 

They put the queaUon1 In the 
morninr. Mr. Roa returned with 
hla &Dl'WV9 tn tbe attemoon. 11.t'f.e?' 
c:onwlttng the Pruldent u well u 
Brfr. Oen. Robert B. Landry and 
Rev Admiral Robert L. Denni.Ion, 
the Chief Exectlth'I'• .Air Fort:4 
&11d nnal aid-. 

Mr. Rou quoted Admiral Den• 
n.l.aon u 1aytnr he Jmew nothJnr 
ot the tJ:,u,r •~r . General LanJ 
dry a1IO 11&.id there wu nothfnr to 
It, recaJUnr that the A.Jr Faroe bad 
hrn•t.Jpted the reporta and found 
no reality In them. 

Speechea were made on t.be 
HOUN tJoor and Kr. 8abat.b'1 af. 
floe received a corigT&tulatory 
telernm from Preatdent Truman 
exprMirtng " confident hope" that 
the Conrreeaman would IN "a 
long- tomorrow." 

.. General Landry ~Jd me," aid 
Mr. Roa. "that tn [lecen,ber, a47, 
the Air Foree Nt up a project to 
tn.e.ttp.te all rumora and reporte 
u to flyl.ng auoen and carried on 
W. project untU u.t A.aa,Jlt. 
when It made a final report that 
there wu nothJnr to theee flytnr 
AUCffL fll.lat report WU _, COD• 
elusive tuall" the project WU 

Mr. Sabath, who. came to 
.America LI a 15-year-old tmml­
rn,nt from Czech011lavalda, tiu 
eerved tn Congrea II.nee 1i07, 
loqer than any other pruent 
mf!fflber. 

A.t the end of hll pNNnt t.erm. 
next January, be will b&Te 
matched the an-ttme record of 
contfnUOUI memberahlp1_ forty­
Ulree yean and ten mont111. The 
record wu 1et by Senator Juatin 
8 . Monill, a Vermont Republican 
who left otftce in 1898. 

ended." ====:::;:::========~ 
Mr. Rou wu uked Whether the ' 

report. were bet.De denied for ... tunnel t.t.t by the National Ad­
curity rNIOftl.. vtlory ,Commttuie tor A.eronauUca. 

''I'm not den)'lq Una becauN Mr. Rola Mid It WU un1Ur.el7 
they are lll the MCNt weapon catb that Kr. Truman would alter ht. 
Cor'Y, .. rwpUed Mr. Rou. '1fo one plan to return to Wutunatc,n by 
tn the [President'•) puty mowa plane nut Monday. Mn. Truman, 
anythJnr about them, tnclud.lnc the however, will return on f'r1da.,, by 
PresldenL" train _, u to keep 80l1M Saturday 

"Do you thlnk there eould be a appol.ntmenta. 'l"betr daupter 
.-er-et weapon project without the M&ra'&Nt, wbo arrived wtth Mn. 
Pre.tdent ~C about Jt 7" WU Tnlmaa lut;.8aturday, bu not 
anothtt flllNt.Jon. decided whetner to return wlUI 

"I think It extremely unllkeJy," her mother or make the trip by 
,-po~ Mr. Rou. air with her father. 

Hll ton. lndJcated an under- U Mr, Tnnnan .taya ~ aato 
.tatement rather than doubt. Mr. lloNhy, he will bave Ileen away 
Truman _.. a conttnuoua now of trom the capital thirty-one da,-. 
"l)01"tl on American development., hJ1 Joncut a&eence trom Waahlna'­
u weU u dally lnteDlcenoe report.I ton irtnc:. he went to the Potadam 
on tonlp a.cUYIUM. • conterenoe bl lkll. Illa .. , .... 

In r eply to another queat.ton, Mr. hu been maned by amUIUAI ao­
Rou u.ld. " u far u I know, no Uvtty. In thJa ef,tlth .tay In Jtq 
othe-r country hu them." W..t, White Bou-. 0011Mpelld•te 

A n ancmymoua White Hou. have had to cover a mucb ...-ter 
aourc. Mid the official comm ent votume ot ~tlal 11um .. 
did not rule out the poufbUlty that than oe any prntOUI trip. 
the Navy or aome other &&'•nc)' Lut ntcht Kr. Truman •• tbe 
ml(ht have exper1menled with mot.Jon picture, ' 'The 'nttrd Man." 
t ype1 ot alrcralt ehaped like a 1hown ht hll ya,catlon eottac'• tor 
11.ucer, bu t added that th,. .. could l )>e NCOnd Ume. Ml• Truman had 
not have pn,duced the recurrlnf - It 8W1day nlf'hl and liked It 
rumor, . 'the preu hu publlahed ., much that •h• had It eh.own 
an a.ct ual phot.ovaph of a 0 ,.. ..,-atn, appanntJy to ret bff father 
thi rd IIC&le m odel ot - eccentric• lo 9M l l Marpret made It • 

r•"''"" our ~'"<Ur > v. t>· n r • "• ~n 
loMM>n Dl11mh-• R,J"')rt• Tlvn ~. 11,.•k•·tl ~• r•T"'-~ • [ • ~ -i • 

• t,, rn ,,,,.. ,_,. r-v.. l n m " k• I l'V'JI< A.- , . h• 1/. "" ' '",j " 
, .. ..,. 1q1Jl\rJr'lnJ1 ,,t •11 u• '"r~ 

WASHINGTON, A pnl • f"l v r L"l•r, 11 h ll rM•'"tl o,,,.1,,.. D• 
e&ucen c e up At a preN1 ,fr·• P"rtm,.nl r,rr•~ off1c, noun ,-,j 

ence of Lout, Johll n S"cr"'"TY ,,, from th" p,.r, "'1:" n th " th•r• v 
OPfelll!e, today &11 '1 brn , ,:!"t f nr° h n? ln!•nl ()n ,,, r•,,rrr nit' "'r" ,, • 
lltlle mo,.... lhar l(nn" frnm h• S11 11 "T " " Air Yr, , , ,. ••• l • I pr'lJ• 
mAn who ou,:h t tfl know l " r t ,-rr,r 11 lly clr, •r•J , ,, ,r m, n h.o 

8 P '"'l&ry Johnlll>n ~"Id th • " uh 11 go" 
jecl had not f'V•n ~ .. n m • n• 1,,n ,.<l I Th,.n, ,.,., w11..•h up h• wt,ol• 
&l & m~tJng & f,-w m lnu• ,-A b,oror f' 011hj,.ct, • pl'lk,.,.m•n for thr thre• 
of the Arm ed P'orce1 Policy C-Om• vrvicl'• •11.l d non• of h"m or IUIY 
mllt.ee. On lhe commltlce &r'I the ot.hn 11,:rnry in thP 0-frn. o,.. 
c1vtlla.n 8f'cr,.ta.ne11 or the thre,. pllI't.mrn WM rxprnmrntin,: w1 h 
eervlce1, their m lll t&ry chief• Md ll"Cr" or non••"cr• rl1~k-•h"P"l'.I 
repruentaUve11 from euch grou;:,11 nying obJ"f'l~ and lha thne hivl 
&11 the M unlllonA Bo&rd a.nd he b,o,-n no PVJd,.nc.. th&l th,. phP· 
fl;esean:b and D evelopment Bo&rd nom"n" were attnbut.Able to 11.c Jv. 

By wsy ot d1&mJ1111lng the rcporlA 1ly o! My foreign n&t1on. 
lh&t ny1ng u.ucere w ere an ornc1sJ 
l!ecret reaearch project. Mr. Johll­
aon aald be would not m ind hsving 
a few 11quadrona of 11nythJng lhAt 
would lncrea.e n&tlona.l 11ecur tly. 

A few 11econda l&Lcr, dl l!CUMlng 
preuure In Congre1111 to tn cr e&Ae 

Don't l_v,. faor~lA or ~ho"'"" 
op,m lll'hf'ft lh"Y .,,. not ..-tus.Jly 
b(ollnr o,f'<!. A drip u.n .,. uv. 
16,000 raJlor. 11 of wa~r a yMr and 
a •m.alJ ,u.dy 11':&lc can IIVM~ 
I ,()O(l,000 jf&llon" a Y"..&r. 

THI NEW 

"4 ACES" 

EXCALIBUR 
EXETER 

EXOCHORDA 
EXCAMBION 

!wry other Tuaday co Praia, lcaly, Em,<. Syria 
ud Greece-• matdl1ell ~ay trip. Pully air<e>a­
dldoaed ... oucdoor poob ... mperb cui1iae. Su. 
room, cmftftible (lmng-rooa by day; bedrooms 
• aipt). ,. 

COMINOI ... , ' . , .... 
"'C ......... '-­...,_._._ 
11,111--.nK....._ 

Moedat,ee,.,_(GNICll)ud 
HaUa (hneJ); vie Gtbnltu, P> 
Jermo end Napln. JI,~ ... .~,,~ 

AMIRICJIN E 
~Al-/, • 39B 

IOffON • MIANU'lftA • IIAlfWOII • W&llalelON • CN1CAeO • 

, 
J 

• 
• 

looklnc aJrcn.tt Uaed only In wind• =======~ ========~========~ = =============t 

I PARKE-BERNET I 
HART SCHAFFNER a MARX CLOTHES-F allacA. ucl,,,.iwly 
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Volume 46, No. 6 
June 5th, 1999 

MORE ON HARRY S TRUMAN'S UFO VIEWS: 

In our March 15th issue, we discussed the Truman quote in Joe Firmage's recent full­

page ad in the newspaper USA Today, and we also modestly mentioned our own two 
meetings with Truman in which he definitely expressed negative opinions about flying 
saucers. 

Once again, the Firmage quote, from an April 4th, 1950 press conference, is: "I can 
assure you that flying saucers, given that they exist, are not constructed by any power on 
earth". The key phrase here is "given that they exist". The obvious implication is that 
Truman did not believe they exist! 

Firmage apparently obtained this quote from "The Unidentified Flying Objects Briefing 
Document", published in 1995 by Don Berliner and Antonio Hunneus. The problem is 
that according to MUFON Eastern Director George Filer, Stanton Friedman claims that 
there is no record of Truman having had any press conference on April 4th, 1950.In our 
opinion the quote is quite consistent with Truman's views as we knew them, but 
nevertheless it may be bogus. 

We asked Antonio Huneeus about all this, and he admits that he obtained the quote from 
someone else (probably Berliner), and that he never had time to check it out for himself. 
Thus there is a bit of a mystery here. 

Several ofFirmage's thirteen other celebrity quotes in this ad are from the 
Berliner/Huneeus source, and it must be said that some of them (not necessarily the same 
ones) are misleading or taken out of context. (Our thanks to Karl Pflock & Antonio 
Hunneus for help on this item) 

Volume 46, No. 3 
March 15th, 1999 

THE INSIDE SCOOP ON HARRY S TRUMAN'S UFO 
VIEWS 

A full-page ad in the Feb. 19th issue of the newspaper USA Today is of interest. It was 
placed there by the International Space Sciences Organization, which is in reality 



millionaire saucer enthusiast Joe Firmage. Fourteen celebrities or public :figures are 
quoted as to their positive feelings about UFOS. The ad is nicely done, but unfortunately 
several of the quotes are misleading or taken out of context. 

The most extreme example of this is the quote from Harry S Truman which reads: "I can 
assure you that flying saucers, given that they exist (italics ours), are not constructed by 
any power on earth". This statement is from a 1950 White House press conference and 
sounds very impressive, except that the phrase in italics is the key part. We had a brief 
private meeting with Truman in 1954, after he was out of office, and the quote he gave us 
regarding flying saucers was simply "I've never seen a purple cow, I never hope to see 
one ... He refused to add to that statement. 

Several years later we attended a Truman press conference (not at the White House), and 
received similar negative responses from the ex-president in answer to our UFO-related 
questions. Naturally we never asked about Roswell or MJ-12, as these were still unknown 
to the public at that time. 

This Truman story is one of the items we were saving for our forthcoming book with Karl µ 
Pflock, but it looks like the millennium may end before said book is ever published. (Our "' 
thanks to hard-core non-subscnber Denis Corey for this item) ... 



• CHR1STOPHER ALLAN of England writes as follows: 

"I received your latest 'Smear', with the Paul Bennewitz tale 
therein. 

"One matter of interest is this: How and when did the expression 
'Extraterrestrial Biological Entities' (or EBE for short) arise? 
According to the MJ-12 papers, the term was first used by Dr. 
Detlev Bronk when MJ-12 was set up in 1947. Only MJ-12 
diehards (the few that still exist) believe this now. 

"I read somewhere that the term EBE was first suggested by Paul 
Bennewitz around 1980, but probably this was only in 
conversation and not in writing. It would be a 100% knockout 
punch on MJ-12 if we could lay our hands on a Bennewitz paper 
known to have been written before 1984, the date the MJ-12 stuff 
allegedly reached Moore and Shandera. 

"So my question is: Is there any paper or article or are there any 
notes ofBennewitz written earlier than 1984, containing the term 
'EBE'? 

"Discovery of such would finally sink MJ-12 and all its follow-up 
documents, forever. Was Bennewitz in fact the inventor of the 
concept of an EBE??? 

"Re Edward Condon's article written in 1969, has anyone ever 
been publicly horsewhipped in the U.S? Do such public 
punishments or humiliations still occur? (Not to be confused with 
lynchings, of course!)" 

' 



• Volume 46, No. 8 
July 25th, 1999 

• 
• The search goes on for the original source of a quote, supposedly from a 1950 

Harry S Truman press conference, which reads: "I can assure you that flying 
saucers, given that they exist, are not constructed by any power on earth". 

• 
• 

In our last issue we published a letter from Paris Flammonde, stating that he used 
the quote in his 1976 book "UFO Exist!", but he does not remember just what his 
source was. Now Christopher Allan of England has written in, pointing out this 
same fact , and also telling us that Truman was on vacation in Key West, of all 
places, on the date in 1950 when he supposedly had the press conference. 

Allan thinks the quote is false, but as previously stated, your "Smear" editor had 
the opportunity to interview Truman twice about flying saucers, and the quote, 
whether false or not, accurately represents Truman's view, in our opinion. The key 
phrase is "given that they exist". Obviously he did not believe that they do exist. 

Incidentally, Truman often went on vacation in Key West when he was president, 
and stayed at a home called the Little White House. After his presidency ended, 
he continued coming down, and freeloaded with the Spottswood family, who are 
still prominent (and very wealthy) citizens in Key West ... The Little White House 
is now a museum here ... 

• Anotherold-timer, PARIS FLAMMONDE, writes as follows: 

... Joe Firmage's quote (re Harry Truman), 'I can assure you that 
flying saucers, given they exist, are not constructed by any power 
on earth', need not have been borrowed from Berliner and Hunneus 
( 1995), since twenty years earlier it served as an epigram for 
Chapter One ('The Renaissance') ofmy book UFO Exist!' (G.P. 
Putnam's Sons, New York, 1976) and, of course, in Ballentine's 
paperback edition, as well as the German & French versions.To 
wit: There were many accesses to the text and the quote ... I 
originally found it in a news magazine, I believe, but it resides or 
hides among ten thousand cuttings, and I haven't the four years 
required to excavate it. 

• Volume 46, No. 8 
July 25th, 1999 

CJ-DUSTOPHER ALLAN writes: 



"Anoth r tidbit about that Truman quote: I have now located an 
earlier source than the one I gave before: The quote appears in 
'Science, the Public and the UFO' by the Canadian author Arthur 
Bray, published in 1967 (page 11 ). He prints the date of Truman's 
press conference as April 4, 1960 (presumably a misprint). Now 
wait for this: Bray also gives the source for the alleged quote as 
'Flying Saucer Review', a UK zine, in the issue for Vol. 5, No. 5 
(1959). So it will be necessary to look at that issue ofFSR to see 
exactly what it said. Alas I do not possess it. Does any reader have 
FSR Vol. 5, No. 5 of 1959? That might resolve the matter, but 
again it might not!" 

nt experts on everything ... 



10 F 

10SE FL YING SAUCERS: 
ARE OR AREN'T THEY? 

erybody Including the President, Is 
uzzled and Many Guesses Are Made 

Oy ,J08f:PII NOL N 
" my..:t l'ry of lhe "nylng WIU'I advancerf rrrrntly hy Tru!' 
r~ ' w 113 11ccordcd renewed Magazine It hll!I II counterpart In 
lion last week, thl 11 llme even 111.0rle11 mo.king lhe round8 on lhe 
resident Truman hlmscl!. The Wc.9t Colt.SL to the effect lha t one 
rJrnt said he w&.3 jwit as ot the <llilk11 cra.ehed 11.nd that a 
ed aa the next fellow by the body W B.9 thrown tree o! lhe 

1HR 

COULD THIS BE ONE? 

l nurry of reports about weird WTeckage, the body ot a monkey- .uaocuted "'­

wonderful sights In lhe aky. Uke creature about three !ee( tall. The V-173, experimental (fghtn the Nuy dneloped d•ring the war. 
police chief In Illlnol11 swore The Air F orce lMlsla that Ila In- :=;;;;~~~;;;=~===================;====== 

-.w a "11tro..nge disk-like object, vesUgaUon11 " lend no suJ7port to dlacua thrower who dJdn't know hJa been dJacha.rg1ng egg, at super­
sh ln lhe center, wt.~ blue the view that the 'aau~r~• may own strength. 110n1c velocity by lubing lta taJ.1 
.s on the outer edges. Real- come from 11.nolher planeL . Spe&klng as a psycbologt.st. Prof. about:'.. These eggs bave been Ooat­
s or an Ohio city reported "two De11J>lle tbe n-equency with which G MUton Smith ot the College of Ing through the lltratollJ)hen and 
ht llghla In the aky," ea.ch the !lying dlaka have turned up, the City ot New York, ottered tha aa they deacend toward the earth 
Jlng a. ■treak ot ora.nge fiame. m01t people have trouble dJIICUaling theory: 'Tbe explanation of the their rotary motion baa natt.ened 
er "bucer" ■tone■ popped up them with a lltnlght face. Soviet aucera 11 obvl~they originated them Into the shape of dl.aka. The 
uch widely ■cattered polnla u Deputy Fondgn Allln.later Andrei A. ln Scotland-, where the Loch N .. glowing effect reported by 110me 
ltey, Argentina, Germany, China. Gromyko, In a rare moment of manner cauaed web a 9en.NtiDn obaerven la undoubtedly due to 
Chile. whlmly, ,uggested that perh&pa NVeral year, ago. The aea aerpent, trlctJon&l cb&11Jea at vartoua &lt1-

he reporta were remtnl.a«nt of they wen cauaed by a Ruuia.n a.ngered by a la.ck of attention, bu tudea." 
ones that ma.de the round.■ =±=============~========================== < In the irurnmer of 194.7. In 

,. ot that year, a buatne111 man 
1ed Kenneth Arnold, pUotlng 
private plane ln Wuhlngton 

•e, spied nine ■hlmmerlng dJ.■ka 
sing along In the vtdnJty of 
int Rainier. He told hl1 story 
lhe new11J>aper1 and pretty 

., people all over the country 
e eeelng "aaucera." Some of 

'1l looked UJte "shiny chromium 
, e&J>8 oU a car." Other■ re-
1bled "an lce-aeam cone topped 
h red." BtJll other1 IUn-t,ed 
r ard.rop, a douchnut, or II ball 
' Ire. 
n e Air Vorce tnauru,at.ed 
oject Ba~r" to tnv..tig&te and 
I uata the report.a. ICxperta at 
lgbt-Pattenon A1r roree bue 
Dayton. OhJo, spent two JMn 
1n, almoet 400 cun. 'nwlr 
cl\l.llon, ma.de public Jut De­

'lbtr, wu that all of them could 
a.ccounted for In one of tbNe 
y■ : (1) mlalnterpNt&tJon of 
·lou. convenUon&l objecte lib 
loona, met.eon, or blrda In 
•ht ; (!) a mll4 form of m._ , 
, terta; (I) pure bouu. 

,re Tbeo1'lee Tbu ""8aaeer.-
1ut u the Air ron,e ftpred 
i t 1.i,. offld&l Nport wvuld pat 
en4 to specul&Uon, It WU under­
lmau.nr the pUbUc cuno.lty and 
gtn■.Uon. u anyth.lnc, the 

·on e, have mulUpled. 8om1 np­
Pnt an elabon.Uon or variation 
th.e Air ll'orce flndlnp , while 

'1er■ b&v• a di.tlnct Buck Roe· 
'lh flavor. Here are aom• of the 
" II tha.t have been put. forth to 
nit.In the cele9Ual crockery: 
'fecrei Wu,o,1. The ma«ulne 
8, N-■ a.nd World Report l&JII 
Ii. CUrNnt !Mu. that the dJ.■ ka ) 

11 a.lrcratt of a revoluUonary d6-
~ n-& combtnaUon hellcopter and 
1t Jet plan,. It Hy■ w1U-docu-
nted a.ccount. ■how thue plan• 
be H>IS feet 1n diam.et.er a.rut 

,.ula.r In ■ha.~. with what ap­
llr lt> be Jet noulN • 11 around 
, ouw nm. Indlcallon1 a.re, ae-
• din,; t.o the ma.gulne, tha.t the 
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