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TRUNAN, JOHNSON
RIDICULE ‘SAUCERS

— — —

Such a Weapon, Say White
Housas, Dafanss Officials

Rperini to Toe New Youx Times

|| KEY WEST, Fla, April 4

ident Truman said today he knew

| nothing about the flying saucer,
while other White House comment

l relegated this reputed wanderer of
the air to the realm of myths.

r The United States was not pro-

ducing these fantastic weapons,
the White House said, and it
doubted very much that any other

country was launching them Into
space, either

The views of the President and
members of his staff, made public
by Charlea G. Ross, White Hounse
l preas secretary, seemed to demol-
|18h the element of reality that had

been creeping into current reports
or flying saucers, There has been
|a widespread resurgence of these
reports, and The Miami Dally News
Ihu been publishing copyrighted
photographs of a glowing, concave
object which it identifies as the
saucer that flies.
Ross Bees General, Admiral

! Correspondents, however, ques-

tioned Mr. Ross on the basis of an
article in the current issue of the
weekly magazine, United States
News and World Report, which
stated that the flying saucer was
a real aircraft of revolutionary de-
sign being developed for the Unit-
ed States by the Navy Department.

They put the questions in the
marning. Mr. Ross returned with
his answers in the afternoon, affer
consulting the President as well as
Brig. Gen. Robert B, Landry and
Rear Admiral Robert L. Dennison,
the Chief Executive's Alr Force
and naval aides.

Mr. Ross quoted Admiral Den-
nison as saying he knew nothing
of the flying saucer. General Lan-
dry also said there was nothing to
it, recalling that the Air Force had
investigated the reports and found
no reality in them.

“General Landry told me,” said
Mr. Ross, “that in Recember, 1947,
the Air Force set up a project to
investigate all rumors and reports
as to flying saucers and carried on
this project until dast August,
when it made a final report that
there was nothing to these flying

saucers, report was so con-
clusive the profect was
ended.”

Mr. Roas was asked whether the
reports were being denied for se-
curity reasons.

“I'm not denying this because
they are in the secret weapon cate-
gory,” replied Mr. Ross. “No one
n the [President’s] party knows
wnything about them, including the
President.”

“Do you think there could be a
ecrel weapon project without the
bresident knowing about it 7" was
.nother on.

“1 it extremely unlikely,”

Mr. Rosa.

His tone (ndicated an under-
tatement rather than doubt. Mr,
‘ruman sees a continuous flow of
eports on American developments,
s well as daily intelligence reports
n foreign activities, A

In reply to another question, Mr,
loas sald, “as far as I know, no
ther country has them."

An anonymous White House
ource sald the official comment
id not rule out the possibility that |than
he Navy or some other agency
ight have experimented with
ypes of alrcraft shaped llke a
sucer, bit added that thess could
ot have uced the recurring
IMors, e press has blished
n actual photo h & One-
1ird scale model an eccentric-
oking alreraft used only in wind-
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Congratalated at 84

Adolph J.
Chicago office

Associated Press Wirephoto

Representative
Sabath in his
yesterday.

By The Unitad Press.

WASHINGTON, April 4—The
House extended congratulations
today to its dean of members,
Representative Adolph J. Sabath,
Democrat of Illinois, on his
eighty-fourth birthday,

Mr. Sabath was not on hand
to hear them because he was at
the side of his wife, who was {l]
in Chicago.

Bpeeches were made on the
House floor and Mr. Sabath's of-
flce received a congratulatory
telegram from President Truman
expressing “confident hope” that
the Congressman would see “a
long tomorrow.”

Mr. BSabath, who came to
America as a i5-year-old immi-
grant from Czechoslovakia, has
served in Congress since 1907,
lohger than any other pment
member,

At the end of his present term,
next January, he will have
matched the all-time record of
continuous membership, forty-
three years and ten months. The
record was set by Benator Justin
8. Morrill, a Vermont Republican
who left office in 1898,

tunnel tests by the National Ad-
visory Committes for Aeronautics.
Mr, Ross sald it was
that Mr. Truman would alter his
pll.n to return to Waa by
Eow next Monday. Mrs,

ever, will return on Friday, by

train nutohm:oru!ctuﬂhy

Truman last Baturday, has not
decided whetfler to return with
her mother or make the trip by
air with her father.

If Mr, Truman stays here until
Monday, he will have been away
from the tal thlrty-e‘lvu days,
his longest a from Washing-
ton since he went to the Potsdam
conference fn 1945, Hig stay here
has been marked by unusual ac-
Uv::z.lnthuﬁnthm’hxq
w White House

have had to cover & much greater
volum. of Presidential business

previous trip.

Last niglt Mr. Truman saw the
motion picture, “The Third Man*™
shown In his vacation cottage for
the second time. Miss Truman had
seen It Bunday night and liked it
80 much that she had |t shown

again, ntly to get her father
to mee Margaret made It &
—_— —

PARKE-BERNET

of the Armed Forces Policy Com-
mittee. On the committes are the
civilian Secretariea of the
services, their military chiefs and
lrepreaenlatlvu from such grouns
[u the Munitiona Board and the
Research and Development Board
J‘ By way of dismissing the reports
that flying saucers were an of ficial
|secret research project, Mr. John-
son said he would not mind having
A few squadrons of anything that
would increase national security,

A few meconds later, discussing
pressure in Congreas to increase

three (P

double-feature night, bt tha Pree funde frr nrocuremest nf mirera

dent went Lo hia deak to Work RS the Bacretary nf Dafenss aald

the picture, Champagne 68 (e Wia Tor Fanuves 5

Caenar,” startad : Anything tha
' reases oUr pacurity within reassr
Johnson Dismisses Reporta Then he aaked the reporters r
—- L mAke Ik am (! he wantad

- ln-m‘u ] llr- Youxr T'wesn SRR e e
WASHINGTON, April 4—FIying| Later & harassed Defsire r
|saucers came up At & press confer- | partment press office announc
|ence of Louis Johnaon, Secretary nf from the Pentagon that there w
Defense, today, and brought forth |nn intention nf reopening “roje
little more thar grina from the|Saucer, an Air Faree apecial pre
|man who ought to know ect off lored four mont
| Betretary Johnson maid the sub. AZ

Ject had not even been mentioned Then wash up the who
at a meeting a few minutes before [Aubject, spokesmen for the thr
sarvices sajd none of them or ar

other agency in the Defense D
partment was experimenting wi

aacrel or non-secret disk-shape

flying objects™ and that there ha
been no evidence that the ph
nomena were attributable to actj

ity of any foreign nation

Don’'t leave fauceta or showe;
open when they are not actuall
‘hﬂlng osed. A drip can wasf
15,000 gallora of water s year an
A small steady leak can waat
1,000,000 gnllons a year,

EXCALIBUR
EXETER

Every other Tuesday to France, luly.Egypt,Sym
and Greece—a matchless 43-day trip. Fully air-con-
ditioned . . . outdoor pools. . . superb cuisine. State-
rooms convertible (l.ivlng-room by day; bedrooms

at night).
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Volume 46, No. 6
June 5th, 1999

MORE ON HARRY S TRUMAN'S UFO VIEWS:

In our March 15th issue, we discussed the Truman quote in Joe Firmage's recent full-

page ad in the newspaper USA Today, and we also modestly mentioned our own two
meetings with Truman in which he definitely expressed negative opinions about flying
saucers.

Once again, the Firmage quote, from an April 4th, 1950 press conference, is: "I can
assure you that flying saucers, given that they exist, are not constructed by any power on
earth". The key phrase here is "given that they exist". The obvious implication is that
Truman did not believe they exist!

Firmage apparently obtained this quote from "The Unidentified Flying Objects Briefing
Document", published in 1995 by Don Berliner and Antonio Hunneus. The problem is
that according to MUFON Eastern Director George Filer, Stanton Friedman claims that
there is no record of Truman having had any press conference on April 4th, 1950.In our
opinion the quote is quite consistent with Truman's views as we knew them, but
nevertheless it may be bogus.

We asked Antonio Huneeus about all this, and he admits that he obtained the quote from
someone else (probably Berliner), and that he never had time to check it out for himself.
Thus there is a bit of a mystery here.

Several of Firmage's thirteen other celebrity quotes in this ad are from the
Berliner/Huneeus source, and it must be said that some of them (not necessarily the same
ones) are misleading or taken out of context. (Our thanks to Karl Pflock & Antonio
Hunneus for help on this item.)

Volume 46, No. 3
March 15th, 1999

THE INSIDE SCOOP ON HARRY S TRUMAN'S UFO
VIEWS

A full-page ad in the Feb. 19th issue of the newspaper USA Today is of interest. It was
placed there by the International Space Sciences Organization, which is in reality
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millionaire saucer enthusiast Joe Firmage. Fourteen celebrities or public figures are
quoted as to their positive feelings about UFOS. The ad is nicely done, but unfortunately
several of the quotes are misleading or taken out of context.

The most extreme example of this is the quote from Harry S Truman which reads: "I can
assure you that flying saucers, given that they exist (italics ours), are not constructed by
any power on earth". This statement is from a 1950 White House press conference and
sounds very impressive, except that the phrase in italics is the key part. We had a brief
private meeting with Truman in 1954, after he was out of office, and the quote he gave us
regarding flying saucers was simply "I've never seen a purple cow, I never hope to see
one ... He refused to add to that statement.

Several years later we attended a Truman press conference (not at the White House), and  «2.«¢ //
received similar negative responses from the ex-president in answer to our UFO-related < [ocrmen
questions. Naturally we never asked about Roswell or MJ-12, as these were still unknown //,ﬁa

to the public at that time. Lofiares
. . aAnl ot
This Truman story is one of the items we were saving for our forthcoming book with Karl Sl

Pflock, but it looks like the millennium may end before said book is ever published. (Our
thanks to hard-core non-subscriber Denis Corey for this item.) ...
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e CHRISTOPHER ALLAN of England writes as follows:

"I received your latest 'Smear’, with the Paul Bennewitz tale
therein.

"One matter of interest is this: How and when did the expression
‘Extraterrestrial Biological Entities' (or EBE for short) arise?
According to the MJ-12 papers, the term was first used by Dr.
Detlev Bronk when MJ-12 was set up in 1947. Only MJ-12
diehards (the few that still exist) believe this now.

"I read somewhere that the term EBE was first suggested by Paul
Bennewitz around 1980, but probably this was only in
conversation and not in writing. It would be a 100% knockout
punch on MJ-12 if we could lay our hands on a Bennewitz paper
known to have been written before 1984, the date the MJ-12 stuff
allegedly reached Moore and Shandera.

"So my question is: Is there any paper or article or are there any

notes of Bennewitz written earlier than 1984, containing the term
'EBE'?

"Discovery of such would finally sink MJ-12 and all its follow-up
documents, forever. Was Bennewitz in fact the inventor of the
concept of an EBE???

"Re Edward Condon's article written in 1969, has anyone ever
been publicly horsewhipped in the U.S? Do such public
punishments or humiliations still occur? (Not to be confused with
lynchings, of course!)"




Volume 46, No. 8
July 25th, 1999

The search goes on for the original source of a quote, supposedly from a 1950
Harry S Truman press conference, which reads: "I can assure you that flying
saucers, given that they exist, are not constructed by any power on earth".

In our last issue we published a letter from Paris Flammonde, stating that he used
the quote in his 1976 book "UFO Exist!", but he does not remember just what his
source was. Now Christopher Allan of England has written in, pointing out this
same fact, and also telling us that Truman was on vacation in Key West, of all
places, on the date in 1950 when he supposedly had the press conference.

Allan thinks the quote is false, but as previously stated, your "Smear" editor had
the opportunity to interview Truman twice about flying saucers, and the quote,
whether false or not, accurately represents Truman's view, in our opinion. The key
phrase is "given that they exist". Obviously he did not believe that they do exist.

Incidentally, Truman often went on vacation in Key West when he was president,
and stayed at a home called the Little White House. After his presidency ended,
he continued coming down, and freeloaded with the Spottswood family, who are
still prominent (and very wealthy) citizens in Key West ... The Little White House
is now a museum here ...

Anotherold-timer, PARIS FLAMMONDE, writes as follows:

... Joe Firmage's quote (re Harry Truman), 'I can assure you that
flying saucers, given they exist, are not constructed by any power
on earth', need not have been borrowed from Berliner and Hunneus
(1995), since twenty years earlier it served as an epigram for
Chapter One (‘'The Renaissance') of my book 'UFO Exist!" (G.P.
Putnam's Sons, New York, 1976) and, of course, in Ballentine's
paperback edition, as well as the German & French versions.To
wit: There were many accesses to the text and the quote ... I
originally found it in a news magazine, I believe, but it resides or
hides among ten thousand cuttings, and I haven't the four years
required to excavate it.

Volume 46, No. 8
July 25th, 1999

CHRISTOPHER ALLAN writes:



"Another tidbit about that Truman quote: I have now located an
earlier source than the one I gave before: The quote appears in
'Science, the Public and the UFO' by the Canadian author Arthur
Bray, published in 1967 (page 11). He prints the date of Truman's
press conference as April 4, 1960 (presumably a misprint). Now
wait for this: Bray also gives the source for the alleged quote as
'Flying Saucer Review', a UK zine, in the issue for Vol. 5, No. 5
(1959). So it will be necessary to look at that issue of FSR to see
exactly what it said. Alas I do not possess it. Does any reader have
FSR Vol. 5, No. 5 of 1959? That might resolve the matter, but
again it might not!"

nt experts on everything...
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IOSE FLYING SAUCERS: |
ARE OR ARENT'THEY?

erybody, Including the President, [s|
1zzled and Many

By
mystery of the 'flying
was Aaccorded renewed
n last week, this time even

esident Truman himself Thr-l
lent aald he was just as
ed as the next fellow by the
L flurry of reports about weird
vonderful sights in the sky.
police chlef in Illinols swore
vw a “strange disk-like object,
sh in the center, with blue
3 on the outer edges.' Resi-
1 of an Ohlo city reported “two
ht lights In the sky,” each
iNng a streak of orange flame.
'r “Saucer” stories popped up
ich widely scattered points as
ey, Argentina, Germany, China
Chile.
Ne reports were reminiscent of
ones that made the rounds
¢ in the summer of 1847. In
~ of that year, a business man
ed Kenneth Arnold, piloting
private plane in Washington
e, spied nine shimmering disks
iing along in the vicinity of
int Rainler. He told his story
the newspapers and pretty
n people all over the country
e seeing “saucers.” Bome of
n looked like “shiny chromium
caps off a car.” Others re-
bled “an {ce-cream cone topped
n red.” Btill others suggested
rardrop, a doughnut, or a ball
ire

he Alr Force Inaugurated
oject Baucer” to investigate and
luate the reports. Experts at
ght-Patterson Air Force base
Dayton, Ohio, spent two years
ing almost 400 cases. Their
clusion, made public last De-
1ber, was that all of them could
accounted for in one of three
ve: (1) misinterpretation of
ioug conventional objects like
loons, meteors, or birds In
‘ht; (2) a mild form of mass
'terin; (3) pure hoaxes.

remmw

jut if the Alr Force figured
t iis official report would put
end to speculation, it was under-
imating the public curiosity and
igination. If anything, the
‘orieg have multipled. Bome rep-
ent an elaboration or variation
the Alr Force findings, while
ers have a distinct Buck Rog-
sh flavor, Here are some of the
*s that have been put forth to
lain the celestial crockery:

Yecret Weapon. The magazine
4, News and World Report says

Its current issue that the disks |

e alreraft of a revolutionary de-
#n—a combination helicopter and
it jet plane. It says well-docu-
nted accounts show these planes
be 106 feet In diameter and
cular in shape, with what ap-
ar to be jetl nozzles all around
outer rim, Indications are, ac-
ding o the magarine, that the
wucern” are being developed by
« Navy., This story brought em-

ilie denials from the Prealdent

I from Defenne Becretary Louia

JOSEPH NOLAN

COULD THIS BE ONE?

Guesses Are Made |§

waa advanced recently by True
Magazine, It has a counterpart in
stories making the rounds on the
West Conast to the effect that one
of the disks crashed and that a
body was thrown free of the
wreckage, the body of a monkey-
like creature about three feet tall
The Air Force insists that its in-
vestigations “lend no support to
the view that the ‘saucers’ may
come from another planet.”

Despite the frequency with which
the flying disks have turned up,
most people have trouble discussing
them with a straight face. Soviet
Deputy Foreign sinister Andrel A.
Gromyko, in a rare moment of
whimsy, suggested that perhaps
they were caused by a Russian

lated Prvu
The V- 173 experimental fighter the Navy developed during the war.

been discharging eggs at super-
sonic velocity by lashing its tall
about. These eggs have been float-
ing through the stratosphere and
as they descend toward the earth
their rotary motion has flattened
them into the shape of disks. The
glowing effect reported by some
observers is undoubtedly due to
frictional changes at various alti-
tudes.”

discus thrower who didn't know hia
own strength,

Speaking as a psychologist, Prof.
G. Milton Smith of the Callege of
the City of New York, offered this
theory: "“The explanation of the
saucers is obvious—they originated
in Scotland, where the Loch Ness
monster caused such a sensation
severa] years ago. The sea serpent,
angered by a lack of attention, has
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| hnson. Mr. Truman sald that If
| rre wias any such project in the
! rks, he had not heard about N

I r Bikorsky, noted neronautical




